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since ancient times resulted in the medical science of today.

The author prays the Almighty thankfully that through His
bounteous and never-ending favours, it became possible for me to
collate and record the history of human medicine throughout the globe
in three Volumes and present it to all those interested in medical
science and other scholarly pursuits, including university students and
researchers. Certainly, there were many obstacles on this hard way
which led me to consult the Divan of the Great Persian Poet, Khadjeh
Shamseddin Mohammad Hafez Shirazi and then realized my wish.I came
across the following mystic verses:

"Q Zahid, pure of nature! censure not the profliputes;
For, against thee, they will ot record another’s crime.

If I be good, or if T be bad. Go thou: be thyself:
In the end, every one reapeth that work that he sowed.

Everyone, whether sensible or insensible, is the seeker of the Beloved:
Every place, whether the Masjid or the church, is the house of love.

My head of submission and the brick of the Travern-door:
If the complainant undersiand not this speech, say: Thy head and brick.

Of the former kindness in eternity without beginning, make me not hopeless:
what knowest thou, behind the screen who is good, who is bad?

From the cell of piety, not only I fell out:
My father also let go from his hand Paradise of Eternity without end.

If thy disposition be all this, O excelient, thy good dispusition!
And, if thy nature be all this, O excellent, thy good nature!

Q Hafer! If, on the day of death, thou bring a cup.
Immediarely, they will take thee from the street of the tavern to Paradise.

In the end, [ would like to express my singere words of

appreciation to Mr. Nasser Pouyan, experi in healt and ireatment,
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collation and review of numerous books, articles, documents, etc, both
Iranian and foreign, believing that it might perhaps be an insignificant
service paid to the Iranian medicine and treatment sector, The book is
designed in three volumes, the second and third of which will soon be
published as well. They are entitled:

A Research on the History of World Medicine and
Treatment up to the present era, "The Pioneers and Islamic
Medicine", Vol.I

A Research on the History of World Medicine and
Treatment up to the present era, "Iran since Mongol period
until present era", Vol.IL

A Research on the History of World Medicine and
Treatment up to the present era , "Europe and America’,
VYol.IlI

"To take a grasshopper’s leg before Solomon’s Throne,
A disgrace is, but quite a feat is by an ant.”

Of course, in view of the great advancements of man in the
twentieth century, some may underrate a return to the medical world of
the past, which the present author regards merecly a misunderstanding.
Because it can conveniently be claimed that the modern breakthroughs
are all based on the theoretical and experimental principles of ancient
medicine. Undoubtedly, pain, suffering and ill health have never let man
alone since the very origin of his creation. On the other hand, man
would resort to primitive pharmaceuticals and treatments to survive and
when these would fail, he would try his luck with prayers and magics for

healing effects. Meanwhile, these ways and means for the recovery of
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language and civilisation was introduced to the world, the former
remaining the language of science for nearly a millenium. Throughout
that long perviod, scholars and physicians in every country would
acquire knowledge in Greek and write in the same language.

A long time thus elapsed until the bounteous favour of God, the
Almighty, appointed the great holy messenger, Mohammad (PBUHS),
for the guidance of mankind 1000 years, after Alexander’s era. He rose
against ignorance, corruption, vanity and tyranny, led an
uncompromising campaign against them and promoted providential
orders fostering happiness and prosperity for all. This guardian and
genuine teacher of truth, and well-being invited humanity to
rightfulness, sincerity, honesty, and cleanliness with the motto:
"Neatness is part of faithfulness." Once he even demised, he left the
Holy Koran, the invaluable and eternal legacy for the next generations
to come. With the emergence of Islum, the whole world undcrwent
dramatic change and the Arabic language gradually replaced the strong
and millenium-old Greek language. Muslims learned Greek sciences,
contributed to them and won a status in different disciplines, especially
medicine, unparallelled for centuries. This is also noteworthy that the
founders of the grand Islamic medical movement were, in chronological
order, "Ali-ibné Raban Tabari", "Mohammad-ibné Zakaria Ar-Razi",
"Ali-ibné Abbas-al-Majusi” (Ahwazi), and Avicenna, mostly Iranians.

Duc to his involvements in publishing, health, Medical and weltare
pursuits, the author the present work has compiled a history of medicine

and treatment since their very origins until the present era after the
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and Greece, a wide span of human history had elapsed in a dark and
{fearsome horizen mixed with superstitions and ¢zlusions of all kinds.

Such was the life of our ancestors until the emergence of the first
civilisation in Sumer led to the invention writing and gradually actions
and incidents, large and small, were recorded on mud-bricks, stone,
papyrus, and etc.

One invaluable example having survived to date and used at
scientific and medical research is the inscribed "Law Code of
Hummurabi” kept at the "Musée de louvre", Paris. This inscription
reveals (o us many ot the ancient rules and regulations in the fields of
medical practice and treatment, marriage, inheritance, assault and
personal injury and ele.

Therelore, no reliable and definitive information on  ancient
medicine, especially that before the onset of transcription, has passed on
to us, So it 15 advisable that any such study start from the appcarance of
Sumer as is the casc in the present survey.

After the brst civilisation cmerged in Sumer, as previously
mentioned, other civilisation followed in the Miadle East. other parts of
Asia, and Grecze in southecast Europe (southiwest of the Baltic
peninsula). But among the civilised nations of the ancient titaes, Gree-2
managed 1o have the greatest advancemcrits by the time Alexande:
came into heing. Her scientists, scholars und physicians multiplicd and
were renowned across the civilised world, among whom Socrates, Plato
and Hippocrates are but a few. Through Alexander's invasion of o’her
parts of the world, like Iran. Egypt and part of india, the Greck
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